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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-612
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: September 9, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: September 11, 2014
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; authorizing amended and restated lease agreement
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 191 –Special Events and Entertainment District – to exempt events at Unity Plaza Park on Riverside Avenue from the special events permitting requirements. It amends Chapter 154 – Alcoholic Beverages – to add Unity Plaza Park to the list of facilities exempt from the prohibition against serving alcoholic beverages in public parks and facilities, upon the authorization of the manager of the park and in a manner consistent with state law and other local ordinances. The bill approves an Amended and Restated Perpetual Public Open Space Easement and Maintenance Agreement between the City and Unity Plaza Real Estate Holding, LLC, the owner and operator of the plaza, to provide for the installation of 3 food, beverage and merchandise kiosks on the site and to clarify maintenance obligations in connection to a public restroom easement granted by the owner to the City.
Background Information: Unity Plaza Park is located at the intersection of Riverside Avenue and Forest Street in the Brooklyn area. The City and the developer of the mixed use residential and commercial property granted each other easements and shared in the cost of constructing roadways, utilities and stormwater facilities to serve that site and adjacent Brooklyn properties. The developer is constructing a plaza surrounding the stormwater retention pond which will operate as a public gathering space with numerous events programmed and managed by a Unity Park manager.
Policy Impact Area: Alcoholic beverage regulation; special event permitting
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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